(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(19) World Intellectual Property 
Organization 

International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
22 December 2005 (22.12.2005) 




PCT 



II 





(10) International Publication Number 

WO 2005/122564 Al 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 : 
(21) Internationa] Application Number: 



H04N 5/76 



(22) International Filing Date: 

(25) Filing Language: 

(26) Publication Language: 



PCT/JP2005/010754 
7 June 2005 (07.06.2005) 

English 

* 

English 



(30) Priority Data: 
2004-173013 
2004-173010 



10 June 2004 (10.06.2004) JP 
10 June 2004 (10.06.2004) JP 



(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): CANON 
KABUSHIKI KAISHA [JP/JP]; 3-30-2, Shimomaruko, 
Ohta-ku, Tokyo, 1468501 (JP). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only)'. CHOSA, Takashi 
[JP/JP]; 1665-302, Kizuki, Nakahara-ku, Kawasaki-shi, 
Kanagawa, 2210025 (JP). OTA, Yuya [JP/JP]; do 



CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA, 3-30-2, Shimomaruko, 
Ohta-ku, Tokyo, 1468501 (JP). 

(74) Agent: OHTSUKA, Yasunori; 7TH FL., SHUWA KIOI- 
CHO PARK BLDG.; 3-6, KIOICHO, CHIYODA-KU, 
TOKYO 1020094 (JP). 

(81) Designated States ( unless otherwise indicated, for every 
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM, 
AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, 
CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, 
GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, KE, KG, 
KM, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, 
MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM, 
PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, 
SY, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, 
YU, ZA, ZM, ZW. 

(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every 
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH, 
GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, 
ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), 
European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, 
FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, MC, NL, PL, PT, RO, 

[ Continued on next page J 



(54) Title: IMAGING APPARATUS 



If) 

i?5 




CCD 



12 



13 



14 



IAD 

CONVERSION 
UNIT 



IMAGE 

PROCESSING 
UNIT 



15 16 



IMAGING APPARATUS 
(DIGITAL CAMERA) 



RAM 
CONTROL W 



CPU 



ROM 

IF 



I 



DISPLAY 
UNIT IF. 



ROM 



7b 



I 



OPERATING 
UNIT IF 



RAM 



RETRIEVAL 
ENGINE 



1 


17 


19 


21 


23 


1 25 


27 


31 


28 




„i , 


' 1 


■ / 


/ 


' t 




/ ' 





DISPLAY 
UNIT 



7o 



i 



OPERATING 

UNrr 




SOUND 
OUTPUT 
UNIT IF 
(0/A) 

ze: 



SOUND 
INTPUT 
UNIT IF 
(A/D) 



STORAGE 
MEDIUM 
(CF-CARD) IF 



SOUND 
OUTPUT 
UNIT . 



?4 



SOUND 

INPUT 

UNIT 



29 



COMMUNICATION 
CIRCUIT 
(USB, ETC.) 



STORAGE 

MEDIUM 

(CF-CARD) 



RETRIEVAL 
KEY IMAGE 
STORING AREA 



--302 



GENERIC IMAGE 

STORING 

AREA 



301 
h~30 



—100 



50 



200 



ANOTHER 

INFORMATION 

APPARATUS 



COMMUNI- 
CATION 
UNIT 



1 



228 



^ (57) Abstract: An imaging apparatus (100) includes an operating unit (22A) that is capable of inputting a first operation input in 
Q acquiring generic image data and a second operation input in acquiring key image data in different operation forms. In addition, the 
^ imaging apparatus (100) stores the generic image data and the key image data in an identical storage medium (30) in expressions 
|^ distinguishable from each other. 
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